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"The  greatest  service  which  can  be  rendered  any 
country  is  to  add  a  useful  plant  to  its  culture." 

Thomas  Jefferson 


PREFACE 


When  Isaac  Newton,  the  first  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  outlined 
the  program  for  a  new  Department  in  1862,  he  placed  near  the  top  of  his 
list  the  establishment  of  an  agricultural  library.   It  was  his  belief 
that  "the  most  valuable  work  would  gradually  accumulate  by  exchange, 
gift  and  purchase  forming  a  rich  mine  of  knowledge."   Since  that  time 
the  National  Agricultural  Library  (NAL)  has  assembled  a  collection  of 
over  1,500,000  volumes  inclusive  of  historic  and/or  rare  books,  manu- 
scripts and  oral  history  transcripts. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  collection  activities,  the  Library  welcomes 
the  opportunity  to  receive,  preserve,  and  make  available  manuscript 
material  of  historic  value  including  diaries,  account  books,  letters, 
notebooks,  memoirs  and  reminiscences  pertaining  to  agriculture  and  its 
many  related  fields.   These  acquired  holdings  range  from  single  items 
such  as  Vini,  an   18th  century  Florentine  wine-merchant's  account 
book,  to  the  personal  papers  of  Charles  E.  North  (1869-1961),  physician, 
public  health  officer  and  agricultural  scientists,  and  the  papers  of 
Julian  N.  Friant  (1888-1939),  a  Special  Assistant  to  Secretary  Henry 
Wallace  who  corresponded  with  such  notables  as  James  Farley,  Rex  Tugwell 
and  Franklin  Roosevelt. 

The  Library,  as  part  of  its  efforts  to  meet  its  growing  responsi- 
bilities for  providing  an  accurate  and  convenient  approach  to  its  manu- 
script holdings,  is  preparing  a  variety  of  "registers"  to  enhance 
custodial  control  as  well  as  to  improve  access  for  both  the  reference 
staff  and  the  researcher.   Special  thanks  to  Donald  Pisani  and  Teresa 
Gill,  graduate  students  in  the  College  of  Library  and  Information 
Services  at  the  University  of  Maryland  who  together  as  a  partial 
requirement  for  successful  completion  of  a  manuscript  course  assisted 
in  the  processing  of  the  Papers  of  the  Prince  Family  inclusive  of 
accessioning,  physical  arrangement,  description  of  the  documents  and 
the  development  of  the  register.   Also  in  appreciation  to  Dorothy  Manks , 
Librarian  Emerita,  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society  and  Dr.  Frank 
Burke,  National  Archives  and  Records  Service  for  their  thoughtful 
suggestions  on  this  finding  aid. 


Alan  Fusonie 

Historical  Program  Librarian 


BIOGRAPHICAL  NOTE 


Around  1730,  Robert  Prince  began  growing  plants  for  his  own  private 
use.   When  William  Prince,  Sr.  (1725-1802)  turned  his  father's  personal 
gardens  into  a  business  enterprise  some  20  years  later,  it  was  the 
beginning  of  the  first  commercial  nursery  in  the  United  States  and  the 
foremost  one  in  the  country  until  the  middle  of  the  19th  century. 

At  the  death  of  William  Prince,  Sr.,  the  business  was  divided 
between  his  two  sons  -  Benjamin,  the  elder,  and  William,  Jr.   Benjamin  kept 
the  property  under  the  name  "The  Old  American  Nursery"  while  William,  Jr., 
on  property  near  his  father's  holdings,  established  "The  Linnaean  Botanic 
Garden  and  Nursery";  when  Benjamin  sold  the  property,  William,  Jr.  pur- 
chased a  portion  of  it.   During  his  ownership,  the  nursery  enjoyed  its  best 
years.   Known  throughout  the  United  States  and  Europe,  the  establishment 
enjoyed  being  the  leader  over  all  other  American  nurseries  in  plant  varie- 
ties and  species.   Among  other  things,  William,  Jr.  is  remembered  for  his 
Treatise  on  Horticulture  (1828)  which  was  the  first  such  work  written  in 
America.   In  addition  to  his  horticultural  and  business  activities,  he  was 
also  a  civic-minded  individual  who  helped  improve  transportation  by 
establishing  the  first  steamboat  between  Flushing  and  New  York  City. 

William,  Jr.  gave  the  nursery  to  his  son,  William  Robert  (1795-1869), 
who,  in  his  turn,  was  a  very  influentical  individual  in  viticulture,  improv- 
ing and  distributing  the  native  species  as  well  as  writing  such  works  as 
The  Treatise  on  the  Vine  (1830)  (with  the  assistance  of  his  father),  the 
two-volume  Pomological  Manual  (1831),  and  the  Manual  of  Roses  (1846). 
During  the  period  when  William,  Jr.  owned  the  nursery,  rival  businesses 
surpassed  it  in  size  and  importance.   He  had  invested  heavily  in  the 
propagation  of  mulberry  trees  in  the  1830' s  due  to  the  national  interest 
in  raising  silk  worms  for  silk  production.   Due  to  the  failure  of  this 
venture,  the  nursery  had  to  be  mortgaged  to  offset  losses.   He  bequeathed 
the  nursery  to  his  son,  L.  Bradford,  who  continued  it  for  a  few  years  but 
then  sold  it  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War. 


IV 


SCOPE  AND  CONTENT-  NOTE 


The  Prince  Family  Manuscript  was  deposited  in  the  National  Agricultural 
Library  sometime  before  1900.   The  bulk  of  the  material  in  the  Prince 
Family  Manuscript  Collection  falls  within  the  period  from  the  turn  of  the 
19th  century  to  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War. 

This  material  is  concerned  with  the  most  productive  and  innovative 
years  of  the  Prince  nurseries  which  were  based  in  Flushing,  Long  Island, 
New  York.   During  these  years  the  nursery  was  owned  and  operated  by 
William  Prince,  Jr.,  and  William  Prince,  his  son.   Their  Linnaean  Gardens 
developed  into  experimental  grounds  for  cultivating  species  discovered  on 
the  American  frontier  and  for  testing  the  adaptability  of  native  European 
and  Asian  plants  and  trees. 

The  correspondence  and  journals  provide  an  insight  into  the  diffi- 
culties of  maintaining  a  large  nursery  in  the  early  years  of  the  new 
American  nation.   They  reveal  the  problems  in  communication  as  well  as 
in  business  transactions  experienced  by  nurseryman  and  other  agricultural 
experts  in  America  and  Europe  at  the  time.   Much  of  the  material  concerns 
business  dealings  between  members  of  the  Prince  family  and  those  transacting 
business  with  them.   The  remaining  portion  of  the  material  deals  with 
observations  on  and  experiments  with  plant  life  discovered  or  cultivated 
in  early  America.   These  documents  are  identified  in  a  subject  index 
following  the  document  list. 


Linear  feet  of  shelf  space  occupied:        5 
Approximate  number  of  items:  450 


SERIES  DESCRIPTION 
BY  GENERATION  OF  OWNERSHIP 


I.   William  Prince,  Sr.   Before  1802:  Three  note  and  account  books 
(documents  400,  401,  402)  cover  the  period  from  1791  to  1795.   He  established 
the  first  commercial  nursery  in  the  United  States,  was  one  of  the  early 
exporters  of  plants  too,  and  importer  of  plants  from  Europe, and  was  responsi- 
ble for  discovering  new  fruit  varieties. 

The  material  concerns  business  transactions. 

II.   William  Prince,  Jr.   1802-1842:  The  material  found  in  bulk 
covers  the  years  1818  and  1823  to  1829  (documents  50  to  80  and  119  to  200). 
He  founded  the  Linnaean  Gardens  in  1793  and  incorporated  them  into  his 
father's  establishment  by  1802.   During  his  ownership,  the  Gardens  grew  in 
size  and  fame  and  were  patronized  by  George  Washington  and  Thomas  Jefferson. 
Prince  introduced  the  Lombardy  poplar  as  well  as  naming  the  Isabella  grape. 
In  1826,  he  was  one  of  the  first  importers  of  the  Asiatic  Mulberry  tree. 
The  material  includes  correspondence  and  notebooks  dealing 
with  nursery  business  and  horticultural  observations. 

III.   William  Robert  Prince.   1842-1869:  Documents  comprise  the  bulk 
of  the  collection,  the  largest  concentration  found  between  1838  and  1856 
(documents  215  to  295).   After  a  brief  career  as  a  merchant  in  New  York, 
he  returned  to  Flushing  Landing,  Long  Island,  and  was  faced  with  a  con- 
troversy between  his  father  and  uncle  over  ownership  of  the  family  property 
during  which  his  father  died  and  he  became  legal  owner.   Apparently,  he  was 
a  poor  business  man,  losing  much  of  the  nursery  in  the  crash  of  the  market 
in  mulberry  trees.   In  1849,  he  traveled  to  Mexico  to  observe  the  plant 
life.   Among  his  accomplishments,  he  was  considered  an  authority  on  grape 
culture,  was  responsible  for  introducing  the  Chinese  potato   into  the  United 
States  and,  in  his  later  years,  investigated  the  curative  powers  of  plants. 

The  material  herein  concerns  plant  imports,  business  transactions 
and  observations  on  the  horticulture  of  eastern  and  western  America. 

IV.   L.  Bradford  Prince.   After  1869:  The  documents  are  few  between 
1861  and  1914,  the  bulk  being  found  in  1869  (documents  303  to  307). 
L.  Bradford  Prince,  son  of  William  Robert,  became  a  successful  politician 
in  the  Southwest. 

The  documents  are  condolences  on  the  death  of  his  father, 
William  Robert,  and.  include  business  transaction  records. 


BOX  I  (FOLDERS  1-75) 

LETTERS 

1  Adams,  H.   12/6/1779  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Request  for  a  catalog. 

2  Tayne,  James   9/20/1783  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Description  of  a  settlement  in  Maryland. 

3  Prince,  Sr.  W.   1797-1799 

A  letterbook  pertaining  to  the  nursery  business. 

4  Turner,  John   10/11/1806  W. ,  Jr.  and  Benjamin  Prince 

Information  on  different  growing  techniques  for  fruits. 

5  Coxe,  George   12/30/1810  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Desires  clarification  on  an  order  sent  by  Prince. 

6  Turner,  John   9/28/1811   W. ,  Jr.  and  Benjamin  Prince. 

Evaluation  of  growing  techniques  for  fruits. 

7  Carr,  Robert   4/27/1813  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Carr  presenting  himself  as  the  new  owner  of  the  Bartram' s  Gardens. 

8  Carr,  Robert    10/16/1815  W.  Prince,  /Tr77 

Information  on  the  Swedish  Juniper. 

9  Brown,  William  and  Moses   1/27/1816   Grant  Thorburn 

Reports  the  route  an  order  of  seeds  from  Scotland  will  take. 

10  Speirs,  William   1/27/1816  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Invoice  of  an  order,  mainly  vegetables. 

11  Muir,  Robert  H.   6/22/1816  W.  R.  Prince 

States  it  is  a  bad  market  for  American  goods  in  Scotland. 

12  /Jameson,  W.  L.  J.T7   7/27/1816   /W.  Prince,  Jr77 

Complains  about  unauthorized  substitutes  by  Prince  on  his  order. 

13  Carr,  Robert   11/2/1816  W.  Prince,  /JtTJ 

Explanation  of  why  an  order  can't  be  filled. 

14  Carr,  Robert   11/20/1816  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Reply  to  an  order  from  Prince. 

15  Carr,  Robert   12/10/1816  W.  Prince,  HxT] 

Bill  and  notification  of  shipping  of  goods. 

16  Carr,  Robert   12/18/1816  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Requests  that  Prince  ship  an  order  of  Carr's  once  it  reaches  New  York, 


17  Smylie,  Andrew   1/7/1817  W.  Prince,  jjxj 

An  order  for  various  types  of  beans,  flowers. 

18  Frazer,  William   1/15/1817  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Information  on  the  plant  market. 

19  Bridge,  J.   2/13/1817  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Wants  a  catalog  of  native  and  exotic  seeds. 

20  Bridge,  J.   2/22/1817  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Order  of  flower  and  vegetable  seeds. 

21  Carr,  Robert   2/26/1817  W.  Prince,  /Ir  J 

Order  for  fruit  trees. 

22  Gordon  Forsyth  Nursery   3/4/1817  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Bill  charged  to  Prince,  unpaid  since  1811. 

23  Carr,  Robert   3/8/1817   W.  Prince,  /Jr/7 

Order  for  plants. 

24  Carr,  Robert   4/14/1817  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Explanation  of  why  Prince's  order  is  not  completely  filled. 

25  /Washington,  G.  W/7"  4/16/1817   Grant  Thorburn  . 

Shipping  of  sample  plants  to  Thorburn. 

26  Carr,  Robert    5/20/1817  W.  Prince,  HrJ 

Notification  that  Carr  received  the  plants. 

27  Carr,  Robert    6/24/1817  W.  Prince,  /Jr/7 

Going  on  a  journey  to  find  rare  plants. 

28  Simmons,  Joseph   6/30/1817  W.  R.  Prince. 

Asks  Prince  to  meet  his  mother-in-law  who  is  coming  from  England 

29  Gordon  Forsyth  &  Thomson   7/29/1817  W.  Prince,  /Jr/7 

Order  for  trees  and  seeds  with  shipping  instruction. 

30  Anonymous    7/29/1817  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

French  letter  containing  a  list  of  fruit  trees  with  prices. 

31  Bridge,  Joseph   8/4/1817  W.  Prince,  /Tr/7 

Request  for  information  on  new  and  rare  plants. 

32  Smylie,  Andrew   8/12/1817  W.  Prince,  HrJ 

Order  for  vegetables. 

33  Carr,  Robert   8/23/1817  W.  Prince,  /TrJ7 

Notification  of  sending  a  shipment  of  magnolias. 
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34  Smylie,  Andrew   8/27/1817   W.  Prince,  /XrJ7 

Order  for  Dutch  parsnips. 

35  Morton,  John  A.   9/1/1817  W.  Prince,  JjxTl 

Describes  shipping  preparations. 

36  Smylie,  Andrew   9/12/718177  W.  Prince,  /JrH 

Rush  order  for  Egyptian  barley. 

37  Smylie,  Andrew   9/27/1817  W.  Prince,  Ijr7l 

Order  of  grains  and  vegetables. 

38  Champneys,  John    10/ 11/ 18 17   W.  Prince,  /Jr_T7 

Due  to  lack  of  help,  Prince's  order  will  be  delayed. 

39  Smylie,  Andrew   10/13/1817  W.  Prince,  /jrTJ 

Difficulty  in  collecting  seeds. 

40  Carr,  Robert    10/18/1817  W.  Prince,  /IrTJ 

Has  only  a  small  amount  of  magnolia  seeds. 

41  Carr,  Robert    10/27/1817  W.  Prince,  /Jrj7 

Comments  on  a  poor  seed  year. 

42  Smylie,  Andrew   10/28/1817  W.  Prince,  /JrJ7 

Notification  of  shipment  of  plants. 

43  Carr,  Robert    11/8/1817  W.  Prince,  /Jr_T7 

Complains  of  practice  of  changing  a  plant's  name  in  order 
to  charge  for  a  new  type. 

44  Carr,  Robert    11/13/1817  W.  Prince,  /jrJ7 

Requests  Prince  to  send  to  London  a  shipment  of  his. 

45  Smylie,  Andrew   11/18/1817  W.  Prince,  /Jr_T7 

Order  for  lima  beans  and  seeds. 

46  Carr,  Robert    11/20/1817  W.  Prince,  /JrJ7 

Wants  every  kind  of  pine  Prince  has. 

47  Simmons,  Joseph    11/26/1817  W.  R.  Prince. 

Gives  prices  of  various  products. 

48  Carr,  Robert    11/27/1817  W.  R.  Prince. 

Request  for  a  bill  of  lading. 

49  Smylie,  Andrew   12/1/1817  W.  Prince,  /JrTJ 

Received  a  shipment  in  poor  condition. 

50  Charlwood,  George    12/5/1817  W.  R.  Prince. 

Comments  about  Prince's  customers. 

51  Carr,  Robert-   12/12/1817  W.  Prince,  £3x7) 

Comments  on  problems  of  shipping  to  France. 


52  Carr,  Robert    12/16/1817  W.  R.  Prince 

Decline  of  Paris  business;  hazards  of  winter  shipping. 

53  Carr,  Robert    12/24/1817  W.  R.  Prince 

Description  of  azaleas. 

54  Smylie,  Andrew   1/2/1818  W.  Prince,  /jrTJ 

Will  collect  seeds  if  plants  are  sent  in  return. 

55  Champneys,  John    1/22/1818  W.  Prince,  JlxTJ 

Inquiry  about  a  previous  order. 

56  Dicksons  &  Co.   1/24/1818  W.  R.  Prince 

Order  for  seeds. 

57  Smylie,  Andrew    1/27/1818  W.  Prince,  HrTJ 

Discusses  credit  and  debts  between  him  and  Prince. 

58  Simmons,  Joseph   2/2/1818  W.  R.  Prince 

Needs  evidence  of  weight  loss  in  a  shipment  to  support  a 
suit  against  his  supplier. 

59  Sweets  &  Miller    3/6/1818  W.  R.  Prince 

List  of  goods  shipped. 

60  Smylie,  Andrew   3/20/1818  W.  Prince,  /Jr7/ 

Chides  Prince  for  neglecting  an  order. 

61  Oemler,  August  G.   3/24/1818  W.  Prince,  jlrj 

Apologizes  for  not  sending  an  order. 

62  Carr,  Tobert  4/6/1818  W.  Prince,  /jvTJ 

Settlement  of  a  mistake  Carr  made  when  paying  Prince's  bill, 

63  Naglee,  Benjamin   4/9/1818  W.  R.  Prince 

Will  fill  order  as  soon  as  possible. 

64  Harmes,  G.  W.   4/18/1818  W.  R.  Prince 

Introductory  letter  from  agent  of  a  nurseryman. 

65  Naglee,  Benjamin   5/15/1818  W.  R.  Prince 

Concerning  the  sale  of  B.  M'Mahon's  nursery. 

66  Tupper,  T.  W. ,  Couyers,  W.  N.   5/18/1818  W.  R.  Prince 

Order  for  various  flower  and  fruit  plants. 

67  Moss,  J.   5/19/1818  W.  R.  Prince 

Has  clover  seeds  for  sale. 

68  Carr,  Robert    5/2l//l8l£7  W.  Prince,  /JrJ 

Regarding  a  debt  of  Prince's  to  Carr. 


69  Simmons,  Joseph   6/30/1818  W.  R.  Prince 

Notification  of  money  transactions  conducted  for  Prince  by  him. 

70  Smylie,  Andrew.   7/10/1818  W.  Prince,  /Jr/7 

Comments  on  pears  and  Egyptian  barley. 

71  Carr,  Robert    7/26/1818  W.  R.  Prince 

Needs  magnolias,  hot  weather  destroyed  his  supply. 

72  Smylie,  Andrew   7/29/1818  W.  Prince,  JlrTJ 

Sending  sample  of  Egyptian  rye. 

73  Ruys  &  Zimmerman  8/13/1818  W.  R.  Prince 

Report  of  produce  prices  in  Amsterdam  and  United  States. 

74  Ruys  &  Zimmerman  8/13/1818  W.  R.  Prince 

Market  for  coffee,  tobacco,  cotton  in  Amsterdam. 

75  Smylie,  Andrew   8/14/1818  W.  Prince,  fjrTJ 

Order  for  barley  and  bushes. 

BOX  II  (FOLDERS  76-150) 

76  Suppee,  Y.S.,  Couyers,  W.  N.   8/15/1818  W.  R.  Prince,  Jr. 

Order  for  vegetables;  I.O.U.  attached. 

77  Suppee,  Y.  S.,  Couyers,  W.  N.   8/15/1818  W.  R.  Prince 

Receipts  of  an  auction  sale  of  goods  shipped  by  W.  R. 

78  Smylie,  Andrew   8/21/1818  W.  Prince,  /Jrj7 

Order  for  grains  and  vegetables. 

79  Carr,  Robert   8/24/1818  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Wants  a  letter  to  be  fowarded  to  W.R.P.  in  London. 

80  Simmons,  Joseph   8/28/1818  W.  R.  Prince 

W.R.P. 's  agent;  reports  business  is  poor. 

81  Ruys  &  Zimmerman   9/8/1818  W.  R.  Prince 

Market  report  on  tobacco,  cotton,  coffee,  sugar. 

82  Carr,  Robert    9/10/1818  W.  Prince,  Jjvj 

Bad  seed  year;  problems  in  collecting  them. 

83  Gordon  Forsyth  &  Thomson   9/16/1818  W.  Prince,  Hrjl 

An  order  and  accounting  of  what  Prince  owes  them. 

84  Fraser,  John   9/17/1818  W.  R.  Prince 

Wants  order  of  seeds  and  plants. 


85  Carr,  Robert    9/.lg/l818  W.  Prince,  IjrJ 

Information  on  macrophyllas. 

86  Smylie,  Andrew   9/21/1818  W.  R.  Prince 

Desires  an  order  of  seeds. 
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87  Carr,  Robert   9/22/1818  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Comments  on  difference  between  traveling  in  Philadelphia  and 
Long  Island,  New  York. 

88  Bessonett,  John   9/25/1818  W.  R.  Prince 

Having  trouble  collecting  acorns. 

89  Smylie,  Andrew  9/28/1818  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Egyptian  barley  order. 

90  Hoogland,  Derick   9/29/1818  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Acorns  are  not  ready  to  drop. 

91  Carr,  Robert   10/4/1818  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Negligent  seed  collectors. 

92  Carr,  Robert   10/17/1818  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Explanation  of  why  he  can't  fill  and  order. 

93  Newton,  William   10/20/1818  W.  R.  Prince 

Prices  are  high;  new  crop  not  on  the  market  yet. 

94  Newton,  William   10/22/1818  W.  R.  Prince 

Order  for  butter,  salt  and  hay. 

95  L'huissier,  P.   10/23/1818  W.  R.  Prince 

Regarding  current  happenings  in  Montreal. 

96  Thornton,  William   10/29/1818  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Mentions  some  plants  and  their  medicinal  value. 

97  Newton,  William   11/23/1818  W.  R.  Prince 

Order  for  250  bales  of  hay. 

98  Newton,  William   11/27/1818  W.  R.  Prince 

Market  scarce  of  rice,  barley  and  tobacco. 

99  Carr,  Robert   12/5/1818  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Business  problems  and  bad  year  for  seeds. 

100  Newton,  William   12/5/1818  W.  R.  Prince 

Complains  of  poor  quality  of  Prince  shipment. 

101  Newton,  William   12/9/1818  W.  R.  Prince 

Newton's  sister  and  her  husband  to  visit  Prince. 

102  Smylie,  Andrew   12/22/1818  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

103  Newton,  William   12/30/1818  W.  Prince,  Jr, 

Waiting  for  stock  from  Prince. 

104  Smylie,  Andrew   1/14/1819  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

105  Sweet  &  Miller  1/18/1819   undetermined 

Request  for  vegetable  seeds. 
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107  Dicksons  and  Co.   2/9/1819  W.  R.  Prince 

Invoice  of  a  cask  of  seeds. 

108  Wright,  Alexander   2/9/1819  W.  R.  Prince 

With  shipment  from  Scotland. 

109  Wright,  Alexander   2/11/1819  W.  R.  Prince 

110  Smylie,  Andrew  2/18/1819  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Shipment  of  Prince  arrived  destroyed  by  rats  and  mice  on  ship. 

111  Wyer,  William  3/3/1819  W.  R.  Prince 

Comments  on  the  market  and  sales  in  Europe. 

112  Smylie,  Andrew  3/22/1819  W.  R.  Prince 

Bought  tea  from  ship  condemned  in  port. 

113  Lisuse,  G.   4/13/1819  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Claim  that  Prince  should  pay  for  loss  of  a  shipment  because 
he  failed  to  tell  where  it  would  land. 

114  Manton,  G.  W.   5/1/1819  W.  R.  Prince 

115  Wyer,  William  5/5/1819  W.  R.  Prince 

Has  received  the  cases  of  hats,  boots,  shoes. 

116  L'huissier,  P.   5/16/1819  W.  R.  Prince 

Poor  trades  in  Montreal.   Opening  the  Lachine  Canal. 

117  Elliot,  Hugh   10/29-30/1820  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Detailed  descriptions  of  varieties  of  fruits. 

118  Prince,  Benjamin  6/4/1822  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Letter  of  apology  over  an  argument. 

119  Hodjkinson,  Thomas   2/20/1823  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Order  for  horse  chestnuts. 

120  Meary,  William  B.   5/3/1823  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Concerning  transplanting  of  trees. 

121  London  Horticultural  Society  5/29/1823  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

With  a  membership  diploma;  thank  you  for  gift  of  trees  and  seeds, 

122  Griffith,  D.   6/23/1823  W.  R.  Prince 

Can't  fill  seed  oder  because  all  have  blown  away. 

123  Rafinesque,  Constantine  S.   8/15/1823  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

High  grafting  has  killed  ten  of  fifty  peach  trees. 


124  Pascales,  Felin  8/19/1823  W.  R.  Prince 

His  horticultural  society  is  being  dissolved. 

125  Nuttall,  Thomas   9/6/1823  W.  R.  Prince 

Concerning  his  family  problems. 

126  Bedford,  J.  R.   9/26/1823  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Reorder  of  pear  slips  which  he  won't  pay  for  unless  they  are  healthy. 

127  Smith,  William   10/30/1823   W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Comments  on  speed  o'f  packets  vs.  speed  of  mail. 

128  Schroeder,  Henry   11/4/1823  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Comments  on  past  shipments  as  being  in  poor  condition. 

129  Brigger,  Joseph   11/18/1823  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

130  Griffith,  D.   11/25/1823  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

On  his  poor  luck  with  Prince's  fruit  trees. 

131  Ponce,  Dimas   12/1/1823  W.  R.  Prince 

Reports  a  ship's  landing  that  has  goods  for  him. 

132  Hern,  James   12/2/1823  W.  R.  Prince 

Agent's  report  that  a  shipment  is  in  good  condition  and  has 
been  delivered . 

133  Ustick,  Anne   12/8/1823  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Order  for  a  Pippen  tree  to  be  a  gift. 

134  Foster,  Adam   12/10/1823   W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Mentions  complaints  about  Prince's  price  and  quality  of  service. 

135  Gerry,  James  J.   12/15/1823   W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Order  for  a  "fine,  showy  Camellia." 

136  Pierce,  Joshua   12/15/1823  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

137  Simmons,  Joseph   12/15/1823  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

138  Grant  Thorburn  and  Son   12/16/1823  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

On  Prince  order  of  seeds  and  books. 

139  Carr,  Robert   12/17/1823  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Order  for  Magnolia  seeds. 

140  Simmons,  Joseph   12/17/1823  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

141  Mallwood,  E.  L.   12/19/1823  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

142  Simmons,  Joseph   12/26/1823   W.  Prince,  Jr. 


143  Lounder,  F.   1/3/1824  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Inquiry  of  missing  order. 

144  Grant  Thorburn  and  Son   1/10/1824  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

On  Hyacinth  root  experiments. 

145  Eshridge,  William  S.   1/11/1824  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

146  Eshridge,  William  S.   1/28/1824  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

147  Grant  Thorburn  and  Son   2/4/1824  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Order  for  Newton  Pippen  trees  to  be  sent  to  Scotland. 

148  Smith,  L.  Milaneton   2/12/1824  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

149  Oemler,  August  G.   3/24/1824  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Comments  on  seed  collecting. 

150  Grant  Thorburn  and  Son  5/9/1824  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Order  for  Locust  trees. 

BOX  III  (FOLDERS  151-225) 

151  Nuburn,  William  5/18/1824  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Progress  report  on  Prince  apples  and  strawberries. 

152  Simmons,  Joseph  6/19/1824  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Order  for  seeds. 

153  Howard,  E.  C.   6/20/1824  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Asks  for  credit  on  shipment  that  did  not  arrive  in  good  condition. 

154  Schroeder,  Henry   7/21/1824  William  Prince,  Jr. 

Complains  about  shipment  with  dead  and  small  plants. 

155  Buffirm,  James  R.   11/1824  W.  R.  Prince 

Prince  agent  reporting  from  Salem,  Massachusetts. 

156  Grant  Thorburn  and  Son   12/26/1824  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

An  order  of  seed  to  be  sent  to  London. 

157  Grant  Thorburn  and  Son   12/1824  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

158  Grant  Thorburn  and  Son   12/1824  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Explanation  of  how  they  record  bills. 

159-166   Grant  Thorburn  and  Son   1824  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Letters  presumed  to  be  of  late  1824  concerning  general 
business  between  Prince  and  Thorburn. 

167  London  Horticultural  Society   3/8/1825   W.  Prince,  Jr. 

A  thank  you  for  seeds. 

168  Brown,  Robert  W.   3/14/1825  W.  R.  Prince 
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169  Simmons,  Joseph  3/24/1825  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

170  Simmons,  Joseph  4/16/1825   W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Ship  carrying  his  order  may  have  been  blown  southward  by  a  gale. 

171  Brown,  Robert  W.   6/15/1825  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

172  Pascales,  F.  A.   8/8/1825  W.  R.  Prince 

With  his  father  Felin,  he  complains  that  they  never  see  W.  R.  P. 

173  Buffirm,  James  R.   8/17/1825  W.  R.  Prince 

174  Kurtt,  Edward  A.   8/19/1825  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

175  Pierce,  C.  R.   8/20/1825  W.  R.  Prince 

Found  a  buyer  for  Prince's  plants. 

176  Oemler,  August   8/24/1825  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Seeking  missing  order. 

177  Carter,  John   2/7/1826  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Descriptions  of  various  grapes. 

178  Magoffin,  James   10/16/1826  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Writes  that  the  Alabama  area  is  much  in  need  of  Prince's  seeds. 

179  Hern,  James   12/13/1826  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

He  has  taken  a  loss  because  the  people  have  little  money  and 
the  local  nurseries  have  underpriced  him. 

180  Mutiline,  A.  W.   12/21/1826   Thomas  Mutiline 

Brothers  wondering  about  Prince  stock. 

181  Douglass,  George   1/16/1827  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Forwarding  order  from  Mexico. 

182  Clarke,  Samuel   1/18/1827  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

183  Lounder,  F.   2/10/1827   W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Questions  about  citrus  fruits. 

184  Lymington,  John   2/16/1827  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

185  Lounder,  F.   2/26/1827   W.  Prince,  Jr. 

186  Lounder,  F.   2/28/1827  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

187  Herbemont,  N.    /5/1827  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Information  about  various  plants  and  description  of  grapes 
growing  in  his  vineyard. 
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188  Herbemont,  N.   9/13/1827  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Requests  his  order  of  plants  be  sent  with  his  sister-in-law 
visiting  Prince. 

189  Hunewell,  Jon   10/3/1827  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Describes  his  garden  in  bloom  and  the  season's  grapes  and 
strawberries. 

190  Hunewell,  Jon   10/24/1827  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Thank  you  for  gift  of  plants. 

191  Garber,  Jacob  B.   11/8/1827  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

192  Hunewell,  Jon   11/17/1827  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

On  shipment  of  grape  cuttings. 

193  Garber,  Jacob  B.   11/27/1827  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

194  Pierce,  Joshua   2/12/1827   W.  Prince,  Jr. 

On  collecting  seeds  in  Washington  D.  C.  area. 

195  Hunewell,  Jon   12/11/1827  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

On  glass  for  Prince  greenhouses. 

196  Hanford,  Thomas  B.   9/10/1828  W.  R.  Prince 

List  of  individuals  who  received  copies  of  Prince's  Treatise  of 
the  Vine. 

197  Hunewell,  Jon   1/30/1829  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

News  of  family  and  credit  problems. 

198  Belden,  James  L.   6/28/1829  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

199  Garber,  Jacob  B.   10/10/1829  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Descriptions  of  vineyards  in  Lancaster  and  York  Counties  in 
Pennsylvania  and  successful  grapes  there. 

200  Etablissment  d ' horticulture   12/3/1829  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Bill  from  French  nursery  listing  various  fruit  trees.   (French) 

201  Spencer,  A.  B.   3/14/1830  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

On  wine  made  from  Wild  Fox  and  Muscadine  grapes. 

202  Pleasants,  J.   7/22/1830  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Reports  of  growing  of  grapes  in  Richmond. 

203  Rowan,  M.  L.   9/7/1830  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Description  of  the  Smart  grape. 

204  Pleasants,  Thomas  J.   9/10/1830  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Comments  on  revolution  in  France,  Bourbons,  Napolean,  and 
Prince's  writings. 
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205  Osgood,  Samuel   3/22/1831  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

206  Hunewell,  Jon  9/11/1832  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

On  railroad  to  Worcester,  Massachusetts  through  his  farm  in  Roxbury. 

207  Dickehut,  H.   2/12/1833   undetermined 

Congratulatory  note  on  unanimous  election  to  Maryland  Horticultural 
Society. 

208  Hunewell,  Jon   7/12/1833  W.  R.  Prince 

Describes  success  with  Elm  seed  purchased  from  Prince. 

209  Hunewell,  Jon   1833  W.  R.  Prince 

Problems  of  collecting  Elm  seed  in  Boston. 

210  Hunewell,  Jon   10/27/1833  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Concern  with  missing  shipment  and  general  shipping  procedures. 

211  King,  George  W.   5/10/1834  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Thank  you  for  donation  of  flowers  and  shrubs  for  grounds  of 
Redwood  Library  in  Newport,  Rhode  Island. 

212  Hunewell,  Jon  6/16/1835  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

On  Elm  seed  collecting  and  Mr.  Fearing' s  greenhouse. 

213  Hunewell,  Jon   9/17/1835  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Observations,  at  77  years,  on  his  life. 

214  Boughton,  F.  K.   9/27/1838  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

From  European  agent  of  Prince  describing  the  reasons  for  his 
loss  of  credit  with  French  nurserymen. 

215  Boughton,  F.  K.   10/11/1838  W.  R.  Prince 

More  comments  on  Prince's  credit  in  France  and  Frenchman  M.  Remont's 
suspect  dealings. 

216  Humphrey,  E.   1838  W.  R.  Prince 

Purchase  of  3,400  Mulberry  trees  from  Prince. 

217  Boughton,  F.  K.  and  Bodin,  F.   3/6/1839  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Comment  on  quality  of  shipments  to  France  and  a  draft  of  a  contract 
between  Prince  and  Bodin. 

218  Young,  L.   3/14/1839  W.  R.  Prince 

Informing  that  two  parcels  of  land  near  Louisville  can  be 
purchased  from  Mr.  Cooper. 

219  Hamilton,  L-.  "F.   5/7/1840  W.  Prince,  Jr.  *and  Alfred  R.  Prince 

Concerning  suit  against  Ozias  Long  for  non-payment.   Hamilton  was 
Prince's  lawyer. 
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220  Long,  Ozias   7/16/1840  William  Prince,  Jr. 

A  repayment  for  plants  and  seeds  bought  between  November  2,  1836 
and  March  24, "1837. 

221  Hunewell,  Jon   9/20/1840  William  Prince,  Jr. 

Eyewitness  description  of  mass  rally  in  Boston  supporting  Henry 
Harrison  in  election  bid  against  Martin  Van  Buren. 

222  Manning,  Robert   11/18/1840  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

On  fruit  trees  and  bushes  available  in  Salem,  Massachusetts. 

223  Manning,  Robert   5/12/1841  W.  R.  Prince 

224  Manning,  Robert   5/27/1841  W.  R.  Prince 

On  receiving  and  forwarding  stock  from  various  dealers  in 
Europe  and  the  United  States  to  Prince. 

225  Prince,  William,  Jr.   5/1841   Gabriel  Winter 

Describes  the  expense  of  a  nursery's  upkeep. 

BOX  IV  (FOLDERS  226-300) 

226  Manning  Robert   8/16/1841  W.  R.  Prince 

Comments  on  pears  and  apples. 

227  /Manning,  Robert?   8/27/1841  W.  R.  Prince 

Available  stock  in  Salem,  Massachusetts  and  condition. 

228  Prince,  William  R.   10/17/1841  George  G.  Paddock 

History  of  Prince-owned  property,  including  transactions  with 
Charles  Collins,  R.  B.  Howard,  Hersey  Bradford  and  Moses  Potter. 

229  Hunewell,  Jon   2/25/1842  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Problems  of  growing  old,  with  a  cure  for  rheumatism.   Describes 
Captain  Wilson,  Mr.  Fearing,  neighbors. 

230  Prince,  William  R.   5/4/1842   Robert  Manning 

Large  list  of  trees  he  wants  immediately. 

231  Prince,  William  R.   5/28/1842   C.  M.  Hovey 

Response  to  attack  on  reputation  of  Princes  by  Gabriel  Winter. 

232  Corse,  Samuel   11/17/1843  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Observations  on  the  Jordon,  Fox  and  Red  River  grapes. 

233  Spencer,  A.  B.   11/18/1843  W.  R.  Prince 

Observations  on  Wilson  and  Hamm's  grapes. 

234  Mathews,  Stephen   11/24/1843  W.  R.  Prince 

Describes  Ohio  grape  grown  by  Cincinnati  Horticultural  Society. 
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235  London  Horticultural  Society   2/14/1844  W.  R.  Prince 

Thank  you  for  gift  of  107  varieties  of  fruit  trees. 

236  Pennsylvania  Horticultural  Society   3/1/1844  W.  R.  Prince 

Thank  you  for  copies  of  Prince  authored  books. 

237  Lee,  Rufus  R.   10/14/1844  W.  R.  Prince 

Lee  offers  to  be  Prince's  agent  at  20  percent. 

238  Cuhone,  John  H.   11/1/1844  W.  R.  Prince 

Compares  Diana  to  Catawba  grape. 

239  Hoodly,  J.   11/18/1844   W.  Prince,  Jr. 

About  varieties  of  apples,  their  characteristics,  the  soil 
and  area  in  which  they  grow. 

240  Gringnard,  James  S.   12/30/1844  W.  R.  Prince 

Comments  on  problems  of  grape  products. 

241  Thomas,  Mary  B.   12/23/1845  W.  R.  Prince 

Mimosa  seed,  Winter  lettuce  and  Crimson  Hollyhock  used  as 
medicine. 

242  Ribills   1/2/1846  W.  R.  Prince 

243  Prince,  William  R.   2/10/1846   Luther  Tucker 

Rough  draft  of  an  article  to  be  sent  to  the  Cultivator 
about  grafting  stock. 

244  Crapo,  Henry  H.   2/26/1846  W.  R.  Prince 

245  Betham,  John  3/3/1846  W.  R.  Prince 

246  Pullen,  Isaac  5/19/1846  W.  R.  Prince 

Description  of  the  Orange  peach. 

247  Rhodes,  Samuel   8/3/1846   W.  R.  Prince 

Describes  Republican  Pippin  apple  and  compares  it  with 
Vandwere  apple. 

248  Manning,  Robert   8/28/1846  W.  R.  Prince 

On  Conant's  Red  Winter,  Republican  and  Smokehouse  apples. 

249  Downing,  A.  J.   9/15/1846   W.  R.  Prince 

Downing  stating  the  policy  of  his  magazine  The  Horticulturist  to 
only  print  articles  written  in  a  "gentlemanly  tone.'r 

250  Manning,  Robert   9/23/1846  W.  R.  Prince 

On  fruit  called  Ipswich  Seek-No-Further  of  Ipswich,  Massachusetts. 

251  /Allen,  John  FiskeT   11/3/1846  W.  R.  Prince 

On  Black  Tralifec  and  Black  Hamburg  grapes  and  grape  cuttings. 
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252  Barry,  P.   12/1/1846  W.  R.  Prince 

Inviting  Prince  to  send  extracts  of  Rose  Manual  for  review  in 
The  Agriculturist. 

253  Allen,  John  Fiske.   12/7/1846  W.  R.  Prince 

On  Miller's  Burgundy  and  Black  Lombardy  grapes. 

254  Allen,  John  Fiske.   12/7/1846   W.  R.  Prince 

On  Black  Tripoli,  Hamburg  and  Black  Prince  grapes. 

255  Weissen,  L.   12/9/1846  W.  R.  Prince 

On  Parson's    fruit,    Ohio    fruit   and    other    fruits. 

256  Pierce,  Josua   12/12/1846  W.  R.  Prince 

On  condition  of  public  grounds  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

257  Hoodly,  J.   12/24/1846  W.  R.  Prince 

On  lack  of  plum  trees  in  Cleveland. 

258  Allen,  John  Fiske   12/28/1846   W.  R.  Prince 

259  Clark,  Henry  S.   1/18/1847  W.  R.  Prince 

Congressman  from  North  Carolina  interested  in  Prince's  stock. 

260  Leavenworth,  E.  W.   1/18/1847  W.  R.  Prince 

History  and  growing  of  Owonilaga  pear. 

261  London  Horticultural  Society   3/2/1847  W.  R.  Prince 

Thank  you  for  Manual  of  Roses. 

262  Tucker,  Luther   4/8/1847   W.  R.  Prince 

263  Manning,  Robert   8/23/1847  W.  R.  Prince 

On  St.  Germain  plant  and  its  name  variations. 

264  Manning,  Robert   8/30/1847  W.  R.  Prince 

On  varieties  of  pears. 

265  Weissen,  L.   8/30/1847  W.  R.  Prince 

On  varieties  of  fruit  trees. 

266  Wilder,  Marshall  P.   9/4/1847  W.  R.  Prince 

267  Russian  Imperial  Gardens   12/13/1847   W.  R.  Prince 

Request  for  catalogs  to  be  sent  to  Russian  Embassy  in  United  States.  (French) 

268  Weissen,  L.   3/18/1848  W.  R.  Prince 

269  Downing,  H.  J.   5/26/1848  W.  R.  Prince 

Downing  advises  that  Prince  is  too  sensitive  about  criticisms 
of  him.   Downing  will  not  let  anyone  use  his  journal  to  criticize 
others . 
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270  Thorburn,  Grant   2/14/1849  W.  R.  Prince 

271  Thorburn,  Grant   8/25/1849  W.  R.  Prince 

272  Thomas,  David   3/31/1853  W.  R.  Prince 

Question  on  the  derivation  of  the  apple  called  Spitzenburg. 

273  Washington,  P.  E.   9/20/1853  W.  R.  Prince 

Sent  from  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  United  States,  claiming 
he  can't  pay  a  debt  owed  Prince  by  his  deceased  father. 

274  Hall,  W.   1/21/1854  W.  R.  Prince 

Will  not  pay  for  flowers  that  died. 

275  Prince,  William  R.   1/30/1854   /Charitf? 

A  letter  to  a  child  describing  the  business  and  events  in  Flushing. 

276  Prince,  William  R.   2/2/1854  My  Little  Pigeon 

Boastful  letter  of  his  business  dealings  and  writing.   To  a 
child,  it  seems. 

277  Hall,  W.   2/9/1854  W.  R.  Prince 

278  Hall,  W.   3/4/1854  W.  R.  Prince 

Request  for  information  on  peach  trees. 

279  Hall,  W.   3/11/1854  W.  R.  Prince 

Claims  Prince's  peach  trees  are  too  expensive. 

280  Hall,  W.   3/21/1854  W.  R.  Prince 

On  receiving  trees  from  Prince  with  frozen  roots. 

281  Hall,  W.   3/25/1854  W.  R.  Prince 

282  Hall,  W.   3/28/1854  W.  R.  Prince 

283  Hall,  W.   3/29/1854  W.  R.  Prince 

284  Prince,  William  R.   3/30/1854   L.  Bradford  Prince. 

Letter  to  his  son  describing  how  to  pack  grapes  and  giving 
news  of  business  and  family. 

285  Hall,  W.   4/3/1854  W.  R.  Prince 

286  Hall,  W.   4/10/1854  W.  R.  Prince 

287  Hall,  W.   4/22/1854  W.  R.  Prince 

Complains  that  Dwarf  pears  received  are  not  the  quality  of  the 
samples  displayed  and  can't  be  sold. 

288  Hall,  W.   5/4/1854  W.  R.  Prince 
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$25  REWARD. 


This  sum  will  be  paid  on  receiving  proof  til  -eoundrel  that  palmed 

himself  off  a*  Mr.  Princr,  between  the  15th  an.  btained 

money  intended  for  me.     A  young  man,  from  Orange  County,  misled  by  the  deceptive 
fiirns  put  up  by  a  man  named  Winter,  (who  has  to  make  r  name  in  order 

to  obtain  business)  called  in  there  and  stated  he  had  come  to  purchase  tro 
Prince.  He  was  kept  in  ignorance  of  his  mistake,  and  supposed  he  was  dealing  with 
me,  and  seventy  dollars  were  obtained  from  him  that  were  intended  for  me.  He  wanted 
apple  trees  also,  but  a*  they  had  none,  he  tros  tokt  then  wax  none  in  the  tmen ;  and  by 
this  menus  he  was  prevented  from  looking  farther,  and  discovering  the  deception, 
which  he  did  not  find  out  till  all  was  completed.  The  dark  and  plodding  villain  who 
obtained  possession  of  his  brother-in-law's  home  under  the  garb  of  pretended  friend- 
ship, is  continually  publishing  false  and  deceptive  advertisements,  stating  that  he 
owns  this  entire  establishment,  and  using  the  name  of  ■  Passes "  in  a  way  to  de- 
ceive  the  public,  whereas  it  is  well  known  he  cannot  supply  a  small  order  with- 
out obtaining  articles  elsewhere.  During  the  last  week  two  packages  of  letters 
sent  bv  me  to  New-York,  and  placed  in  the  letter-box  of  the  steamboat  : 

,s  not  locked)  bv  Mr.  F.  Trowbridge,  have  been  stolen  therefrom ;  and  last 
Spring  a  package  of  twenty  letters  sent  to  me,  from  the  New- York  post-office,  was 
also  stolen  therefrom.     I  ask  if  such  a  warfare  is  to  be  tolerated.     I  have  hitherto 


(at  the  request  of  friends)  remained  as  j 
infamous  practiced  upon  my  lather  and 
bv  untiring  industry  and  steal,  to  redress 


the  lossc 


ssible,  under  wrongs  the  most 
villain  : — my  sole  object  being 
rf  the  past.     Has  this  commu- 


a  proper  sense  of  the  acts  of  this  dark-faced  hypo 


rite 


WM   K    PRINCE 


Flushing.  Dec.  5t 
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289  Hall,  W.   10/18/1854  W.  R.  Prince 

On  business  problems  and  lack  of  cash. 

290  Hall,  W.   11/8/1854  W.  R.  Prince 

On  his  losses  due  a  shipwreck. 

291  Hall,  W.   11/8/1854  W.  R.  Prince 

News  of  more  misfortunes. 

292  Hall,  W.   7/25/1855  W.  R.  Prince 

Hall  is  being  sued  by  Prince  for  not  paying  debts.   Hall 
attempts  to  explain  circumstances. 

293  New  Jersey  Agricultural  Society   10/11/1856   P.  Wilder 

From  committee  examining  the  Chinese  potato   to  Society's 
president . 

294  Bruiete,  W.  D.   10/16/1856  W.  R.  Prince 

Favorable  report  on  Prince's  discovery,  Chinese  potato. 

295  American  Institute   7/17/1856  W.  R.  Prince 

Telling  Prince,  a  life  member,  that  he  can  use  their  library. 

296  Bettelheim,  J.  B.   4/13/1857  W.  R.  Prince 

Accompanied  by  newspaper  article  in  which  Prince  has  penned 
in  remarks  about  Bettelheim' s  character. 

297  Prince,  William  R.  ■  4/15/1857-5/11/1857  Henry  &  Co. 

Nine  bills  for  plants. 

298  Harold,  John   8/26/1861   L.  Bradford  Prince 

Instructions  on  participation  in  fruit  and  vegetable  exhibition. 

299  Meehan,  Thomas   5/2/1869   L.  Bradford  Prince 

Letter  of  condolence  on  death  of  William  R.  Prince. 

300  American  Institute   5/8/1865  W.  R.  Prince 

In  response  to  Prince  sending  seeds  to  more  than  7,000 
applicants  in  United  States  . 

BOX  V  (FOLDERS  301-370) 

301  Coburn,  J.  W.   4/26/1866   L.  Bradford  Prince. 

302  Ray,  Jacob   12/28/1867  W.  R.  Prince 

Description  of  successful  growth  of  Chinese  potato   given  him 
by  William  R.  Prince. 

303  Kennicott,  J.   2/21/1869  L.  Bradford  Prince 

Comments  on  curative  powers  of  plants. 

304  Hovey,  C.  M.   3/30/1869  Mrs.  William  R.  Prince 

Condolences  on  Prince's  death. 


20 


305  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society  4/5/1869   Prince  Family 

Condolences  on  death  of  William  R.  Prince. 

306  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society  4/5/1869  Prince  Family 

Letter  informing  them  of  passed  resolution  to  recognize  the  loss 
of  a  "pioneer  in  the  field  of  horticulture." 

307  Kendrick,  William  6/15/1869   L.  Bradford  Prince 

Claims  that  William  R.  Prince  owed  him  money  and  describes 
circumstances. 

308  Foster,  P.  H.   1/1/1876   L.  Bradford  Prince 

Desires  to  establish  a  newspaper  advocating  republican 
principles  for  all  of  Long  Island. 

309  Barry,  P.   11/21/1883   L.  Bradford  Prince 

Notification  of  sale  of  Prince  books  by  Dr.  Sturter  of  the 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station  in  Geneva,  New  York. 

310  Meehan,  Thomas   11/24/1883   L.  Bradford  Prince 

311  Laboratoire  de  Botanique  Generale   1/16/1914  W.  R.  Prince 

Found  Prince's  address,  would  like  a  catalog. 
At  the  Universite  de  Paris.  (French). 

Letters  of  Questionable  Date 

313  Downing,  A.  J.   1/26/?   W.  R.  Prince 

Refusal  of  Horticulturist  editor  to  examine  Prince's  catalogs. 

314  Howlau,  E.  W.   11/29/?  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Notification  of  receipt  of  Prince  stock. 

315  Coburn,  J.  W.   ?/?    L.  Bradford  Prince 

Coburn  has  lost  money  due  to  bad  advice  from  Prince. 
He  owes  Prince  money. 

316  Prince,  William,  Jr.   Letterbook. 

Letterbook  appears  to  span  dates  from  1816  to  1841. 
Letters  of  general  business  nature. 

317  Walker,  J.   ?/?   undetermined. 

Questions  concerning  synonymous  names  of  various  fruits. 

318  Bellows,  Christopher  M.   A  Statement. 

Bellows  describes  a  meeting  with  a  man  named  Winter  who 
claims  to  own  Prince  properties. 

319  Prince,  William,  Jr.   Receipts. 

Five  bills  of  ladings  on  standard  forms,  of  Prince  cargo 
and  three  receipts.   From  1819  to  1838. 
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320  Lamson,  W.  R.  > ?/?  W.  R.  Prince 

Note  on  seed  packing  and  Rosewater  pear. 

321  Prince,  William  R.  1/1     W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Unexplained  note  insisting  that  W.  P.  "go  tonight"  with 
Alfred  Prince  while  W.  R.  P.  takes  care  of  a  deed. 

322  Thorburn,  Grant   Monday/?  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Reminder  to  Prince  to  foward  stock. 

323  Torrey,  J.   Friday/?  W.  R.  Prince 

Observation  on  Linneaus'  Sexual  System. 

324  /Thorburn,  GrantJ7  Wednesday/?   W.  R.  Prince 

Comments  on  lost  seed  shipment  and  high  produce  prices  in  London. 

325  Troy,  Michael   ?/28?   /W.  Prince,  JrJ7 

Prince  order  he  can  not  attend  to. 

326  Thorburn,  Grant   ?/?  W.  Prince,  Jr. 

Separated  observations  on  ships  Edwin  and  Cumberland,  Mr.  Dougals, 
Primus  Luscitinica  seed,  Winsor  and  Marzan  beans,  and  the  book  Herbal, 

327  Prince,  William,  Jr.   ?/?  Mr.  E. 

Prince  claims  that  his  brother  Benjamin  can  not  pay  Mr.  E,  and 
discusses  the  results  of  the  pressure  put  on  them. 

328  Celose,  E.  S.   5/3/?  W.  R.  Prince 

Accepts  being  agent  for  Prince,  but  warns  that  he  will  not  be 
party  to  fraud  or  deceit. 

329  Hall,  W.   ?/?   /W.  R.  Prince? 

Ten  orders  of  Hall  with  notes  over  them  by  Prince. 

330  Prince,  William  R.   Sales  Records. 

Record  of  all  people  who  purchased  Treatise  of  the  Vine. 

331  Prince,  William  R.   ?/? 

Notes  on  father  and  grandfather,  and  Chinese  potato. 

332  /Prince,  William  R7/   ?/? 

Description  of  Prince-owned  property. 

333  Prince,  William  R.   ?/? 

A  note  on  the  background  of  Albert  Prince. 

334  Prince,  William,  Jr.   /T8327 

Describing  varieties  of  nectarines  and  pears. 

335  Prince,  William  4/29/1837 

Record  of  Prince  employees. 
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336  Prince,  William,  Jr.   /.11/18167 

A  list  of  44  plants  to  be  shipped  in  1816. 

337  Prince,  William,  Jr.   ?/? 

History  of  Yellow  Harvest  apple. 

338  Prince,  William,  Jr.   1820  W.  R.  Prince 

Note  is  signed  statement  that  W.  P.  turned  over  the  deeds  of 
his  land  to  W.  R.  P.  and  does  not  hold  title  to  them  any  more. 

339  Prince,  William,  Jr.  ,1/1 

"Analogy  of  the  Vegetable  Production  of  China,  Japan  and  North 
America  and  the  Great  Normal  Causes  of  the  Similtude,"  an  article. 

340  Prince,  LeBaron  Bradford  ?/? 

Twenty  catagories  of  fruits,  flowers  with  little  descriptive 
information,  (location  in  BOX  VIII) 

341  "Description  of  the  Trees  of  Cuba" 

342  "Measurement  of  the  First  Cedar  of  Lebanon  Tree  in  America," 
11/18/1888 

343  Prince,  William  R.   1854 

Two  resolutions  proposed  at  the  American  Pomological 
Convention  at  Boston. 

344  "Some  notes  in  passing  through  Virginia  with  description  of  the 
towns  of  Yorktown,  Richmond ,  Dumfries,  Williamsburg,  and 
Fredericksburg. " 

345  Notes  on  Mexican  physical  description,  climate,  people  and  plants. 

346  Farmer's  Club   ?/? 

Notes  on  grapes,  pears  and  other  plants. 

347  Russell's  Sty   ?/? 

Not    legible. 

348  Prince,    William,    Jr.      /T826-1830T 

Notes  on  six  sweet  fruits. 

349  Prince,    William,    Jr.      /3/18337 

Notes  on  growing  conditions  in  Nuremburg. 

350  Prince,  William,  Jr.   ?/? 

Notes  on  shipping  of  stock. 
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351  Prince,  William,  Jr.   ?/? 

Illustrated  directions  for  making  ice  cream,  fruit  cream 
and  egg  cream. 

352  /.Prince,  William  Sr7/   ?/? 

"Directions  for  Preparing  and  Taking  the  Indian  Medicine 
for  the  Cure  of  Dropsy,  Leprosy,  Salt  Rheum  etc." 

353  Prince,  William  R.   1838 

"Observations  on  reading  the  book  on  oranges  and  lemons...." 

354  Prince,  William  R.   2/3/1823 

Diploma  electing  W.  R.  P.  member  of  Lyceum  of  Natural 
History  of  New  York. 

355  Middlesex  County,  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts   5/14/1844 

Court  document  concerning  W.  R.  P.  and  libel  suit  in  New  York. 
Incomplete. 

356  Prince,  William  R.   3/1842 

Newspaper  reports  concerning  previous  newspaper  reports  of  attack 
of  Gabriel  Winter  on  William  Prince,  Jr.  that  led  to  W.  P.'s  stroke 
and  death. 

357  New  York  Semi-Weekly  Tribue   6/8/1863 

"Tea  Plants  —  Tree  Cotton"  by  W.  R.  P. 

358  Prince,  William  R.   7/1864 

Pamphlet  containing  medicinal  cures  from  plants  for  a  number 
of  illnesses. 

359  Prince,  William,  Jr.   ?/? 

Notice  asking  ship  captains  if  they  will  collect  seeds  for 
Prince  on  their  voyages. 

360  Prince,  William  R.   ?/? 

Essay  on  how  to  prepare  for  receiving  a  tree. 

361  Flushing  Journal  4/15/1856 

Article  about  W.  R.  P.'s  cultivation  of  Chinese  potato   and 
descriptions  of  it. 

362  Prince,  William  R.   12/1/1856 

Broadside  on  the  history  of  the  Chinese  potato. 

363  /Flushing  Newspaper?   /18427 

Obituary  of  W.  P.  Jr.  describing  his  career. 

364  Garretson,  G.  R.   9/28/1841 

Advertisement  claiming  ownership  of  Prince  Gardens. 

365  /Prince,  L.  Brad  for d7 

List  of  W.  R.  P.'s  rare  book  collection. 
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366  Thorburn,  J.  M.  &  Co.,  ?/? 

Description  of  Chinese  potato  with  no  mention  of  Prince  Family. 

367  Prince,  William  R.   10/1847 

Two  articles  describing  strawberry  plants  and  growing  procedures. 

368  Prince,  William  R.   1/1842-12/1843 

Shipping  slips  to  and  from  France. 

369  /Prince,  William  Rj      ?/? 

Directions  for  cultivating  and  propagating  Multicaulis  trees. 

370  Landreth,  Mrs.  A.  E.   ?/? 

Lists  of  various  plants  and  amounts  of  each  in  her  possession. 

BOX  VI  (FOLDER  381-408) 

Miscellany 

381  Broadsides  and  photographs:   of  L.  Bradford,  William  R. ,  meetings 
in  defense  of  W.  R.  P.  in  1845,  and  of  $25  reward  for  capture  of 
Prince  impersonator. 

382  Prince,  William,  Jr.   12/11/1829 

New  England  Farmer  article  by  W.  P.  Jr.  describing  Yellow 
Spanish  cherry. 

383  /Prince,  William,  Jr_T7 

On  Mr.  Sowell's  greenhouse  that  is  heated  by  8  gallon  steam  kettle 

384  Walker,  Samuel 

Questions  about  pears  with  answers  written  on  same  page  from  an 
unidentified  source. 

385  Foster,  Adam 

List  of  plants  form  Bookshaw's  Horticultural  Repository. 

386  Prince,  William  R. 

Memorandum  to  agents  on  prices. 

387  Notes  on  the  making  of  wine,  with  newspaper  clippings  regarding 
wine,  attached . 

388  Clippings  from  a  Prince  catalog  with  corrections. 

389  Note  on  the  climate  and  geographical  zones  appropriate  for 
grape  growing. 

390  Plant  exchange  information  with  European  sources. 

391  Newspaper  article  on  superstitions  about  fruits. 
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392  Note  on  Mexico  and  raspberry  plants. 

393  Newspaper  article  proposing  growing  new  varieties  from  seedlings 
rather  than  importing  them. 

394  Printed  list  of  books  written  by  L.  Bradford  Prince. 

395  Newspaper  articles:   "Apples  from  Ohio"  and  "Origin  of  Baldwin  Apples." 

396  Pamphlet  of  the  Scrofularia  Co. 

Description  of  two  drugs,  scrofullaria  and  catar- 
rhine  and  what  they  cure. 

397  Prince,  William  R.   2/16/1856 

"The  Chinese  Potato  "  for  the  New  York  Weekly  Tribune. 

398  Newspaper  articles  of  W.  R.  P.  :   "The  Chinese  Northern  Yam" 

and  "Review  of  a  Pamphlet  History  of  the  Yam 
Written  by  W.  R.  Prince." 

399  Orders  for  copies  of  Prince  family  authored  books  from  agricultural 
colleges  to  L.  Bradford  Prince,  1900. 

Journals  and  Account  Books 

400  /Prince,  William,  SrJ7   1791-1794 

In  two  parts:   Account  book  of  personal  and  business  expenses 
and  memorandum  book. 

401  /.Prince,  William,  Srj7   1/1794-12/1794 

Pocket  notebook  referring  to  planting  dates,  catalogs  and  sales  notes. 

402  /.Prince,  William,  Sr7/   1792-1795 

Personal  and  business  expenses  account  book. 

403  /Prince,  William,  Jr77   1805 

Notes  on  sales,  orders,  letters  to  write  etc. 

404  Undated  journal  of  Mexico  in  the  summer  and  1816-1817 

Notebook  of  nursery  business. 

405  Notebook  of  fruits  and  letters  to  1837. 

406  /Prince,    William,    Jrf7 

Notes  on  names,  places  and  plants. 

407  /.Prince,  William,  JrT7 

Notebook  on  greenhouse  plants  and  notebook  on  grapes. 

408  prince,    William,    Jrf7 

Notes  on  innoculating,  grafting  and  budding  of  different 
fruits  over  a  period  from  1817  to  1825. 
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BOX  VII  (FOLDERS  409  -  421  EXCLUDING  412  SEPARATE  ITEM  AND  413-15  LOCATED 
IN  BOX  VIII 

409  /Prince,  William,  Jr77 

Notebook   of  various   topics    from   1805-1806. 

410  Prince,    Benjamin      8/20/1806-11/24/1814 

Listing  of  money  received  and  carried  forward  with  names  of 
purchasers  . 

411  Prince,  William  R.   1/1868-11/1869 

Journal  by  date,  of  money  received  and  paid  on  business  costs, 
property  values,  sales  etc. 

412  Prince,  William  R.   1854-1858 

Accounts  of  transactions,  money  charged  and  paid  with  bulk  of 
material  between  1856  and  1857.   Includes  names  and  addressee  of 
patrons  and  stock  sent  and  money  paid. 

416  /Prince,  L.  Brad f ord7 

Table  of  grapes  and  list  of  botanical  terms. 

417  /Prince,  William  R_T7 

Undated  journal  of  Mexican  and  American  travels. 

418  7Prince,  William  R.J7 

Observations,  undated,  of  Mexico. 

419  /Prince,  L.  Bradford? 

Notebook  on  electricity,  laying  pinks,  strawberry  tree  and 
directions  for  making  a  fire-cracker  rocket. 

420  French  Correspondence   1847-1861 

Twelve  items  concerning  exchange  of  goods  and  business  affairs. 
(French). 

BOX  VIII  (FOLDERS  340,  413-415) 

413  Prince,    L.    Bradford      8/1861-8/1865 

Accounts   of   company    formed    by   L.    Bradford    Prince   and    C.    G.    Prince, 

414  Prince,  William  R. 

American  Fruit  Book.   Journal  describing  American  fruits;  name 
variations,  cultivation,  description  etc.  (illustrated). 

415  /.Prince,  L.  Bradford?   8/1861-4/1865 

Listing  of  accounts. 
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CATALOGS 

An  *  indicates  that  the  catalog  is  in  the  Prince  Collection. 
All  others  are  in  the  NAL  Catalog  Collection. 

Date  Subject/Title 

*  1819-22  Fruit  Trees 

*  1820  Fruits,  Forest  Trees,  Flowering  Shrubs,  and  Plants 

*  1823  Trees,  Plants,  and  Seeds 

*  1825 

*  1830  Supplemental  Catalog  of  Fruit  Trees 

*  nd  Fruit,  Forest  Trees,  Flowering  Shrubs,  and  Plants 

*  nd  Fruit  Trees,  Flowering  Shrubs,  and  Plants 
1839  Esculent  Vegetables  and  Other  Seeds 

1842  Fruit,  Ornamental  Trees,  and  Plants 
1842-43        Bulbous  and  Tuberous  Rooted  Flowers 

Esculent  Vegetables  and  Other  Seeds 
Trees,  Shrubs,  Plants  and  Seeds 

1843  General  Catalog 

1843-44        Fruit  and  Ornamental  Trees 


1844 


1844-45        Dahlias  and  Bulbous  and  Tuberous  Rooted  Flowers 

Fruit  and  Ornamental  Trees 
it  ii 

1845 

1846  Esculent  vegetables  and  Other  Seeds 

Garden  Seeds 
1846-47        Bulbous  and  Tuberous  Rooted  Flowers 
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Date 

1846-47 
ii 

1847 
it 

1847-48 
ii 

1848 
ii 

1849 

1849-50 

1851-52 

1852 

1853-54 

1854 

1854-55 

1855 


1855-56 


1856 


1856-57 


1857-58 


Subject/Title 
Descriptive  Catalog  of  Roses 
Rare  and  New  Fruits 
Fruit  and  Ornamental  Trees 
Rare  and  New  Fruits 

Extract  from  General  Catalog  (in  French) 
Trees,  Plants,  Fruits,  Vegetables 
Descriptive  Catalog  of  Roses 
Wholesale  Prices  to  Nurserymen 
New  and  Splendid  Roses 
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